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Abstract:

The Porter Hypothesis (PH) focuses on the relationship between environmental regulations, innovation and productivity.
If properly designed, environmental regulation can stimulate firms to innovate more, potentially leading to increased
competitiveness and productivity over time. This paper analyses the 84 most cited scientific papers dealing with the
Porter hypothesis published in the period from 2016 to 2022. The empirical results show that in the overall relationship
between the strong, weak and narrow versions of the hypothesis, testing of the weak version predominates, followed by
the strong version, with the narrow version being tested the least. It can also be seen that the weak version of the
hypothesis is most frequently confirmed, while the opposite is true for the strong and narrow versions, as these are
rejected to a much greater extent. The results also show that there is no uniformity in the indicators used to measure
environmental performance, innovation, or productivity and that recently most publications in this area have come from
Asia.
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