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ABSTRACT

Governance is a key concept used to define the changes in public administration in which “old” bureaucratic and
traditional form of governments are replaced with collaborative, participatory structures. However, most of the
countries have experienced populist / authoritarian populist or state of emergency regimes in the last decades. As
the populist / the authoritarian and emergency regimes exceed and broaden; transparency, accountability, and all
possible ways of citizen empowerment, promoted by the governance paradigm, challenged.

This study began around the above-mentioned challenges and questions how the governance principles are
challenged during the state of emergency. In order to reply to the question, the Turkish case on the state of
emergency between 2016-2018 is studied. Emergency decrees issued during the state of emergency are exploited
as the main source of data to observe the changes in the public administration which challenge the governance
principles.

It is observed from the Turkish case that the varied lines of changes made within the governmental structure
during the state of emergency such as the concentration of executive power, the closure of civil society
organizations, and media, increasing administrative tutelage power over local governments’ elected bodies, and
the purge of public personnel, etc pose challenges to the basic principles of governance. In fact, all these
challenges posed by the emergency politics became permanent for Turkey through the change of governmental
system from parliamentary to presidential system. Furthermore, it can be argued that even the principles are
challenged by the emergency regime, governance structures survive the emergency regime but empowered
actors, empowerment methods, etc are politicized.
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